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one of the
forrer prisoners

of war of *he Bovissa. | In the sttempis o indoce
4rinate theas wisth Componist Ld:o.oqy and ths extent 19 wiulck tke indoctzination
had muccecded.

tine optaior that no more than & small

ko

5-

6.

Te

8.

fraction cf o2e per camd of formwer prisouaris cf war of k< Sorlete were actually
infiuenced YWy ths Soviet propsgends snd Ladesvwrivation.

ropratented & rRSREr SYRiasl awsnplsa of thue sxpariancey Al attle
tuds of the returned prisoners of war,

8 suher oF &0 sxy ol approxisataly thres hurdred Zifty thousand
wvhich vas atatlonad in latvis. Wher “hey were instreabted by Gacusn authorities
5 ley Aov: tnsir ayms Vhey 4id sc fealing thet pinse thay ad not auvrrandessd
thay wers not prisonars of waT and srld by retuctsd dlrectly Lo Gexsany. The
reTerss was trus snd the entire goup wna sent in4c the USER %y the Bovieis.

Shree ysars from 1945-48 et a lavor camp, aboul ore hundred
niles southeast of Muumansk which wes on a station of the Laningzsd-Murpaaek
rallroad. The cawp contmined a +otsl of nine hundred Geraan priscpers,

They were working on comstrustion of apartaszt bouses ard factoriés sud my brothar
also assisted in the consirachiszn of a large melting furnsce for a foundry.

The Soviats had a Communist indoctrinsilcn class which wne known as ANTIFS and
anyons vho ‘mlunteerei could ettend the course. Individusls who 413 volunteer
wers privarily opportunists who koped for xore foud, hatter tresstwmant, and quicker
fraedom. However, none of thelyr bopes materialived szd ithey wers treatel ihs ssme
as aon-Dembers of the ANTIFA growp.

0f the nine hundred prisoners only 30 attended the ANTIFA course.

_CLASSIFICATION CONFIDENTIAL

KiAY

Btate EV

zz%as HEC. | X DISTRIBUTION |
] ‘7%/ J1 [ ]

PSS

“Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/14 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600030585-0

25%1
25%1

25X1

25X1

25X1

oyl

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1




9.

12.

13.

15.

16,

7.

18,

19, |

=

Sanitized Coy Approd for Rela5201 1/09/14 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600030585-0

e I

~
-

The lack of impressinn on the prisoners of fhe Coumunizh propsgends ves
again exemplified by a group cf fouxr thouzaend prizoners of war who arrived
in Frankfart au der Oder from the USSR. Prior 40 releass they were zddressed
by & commizgar and politicsl offizer who exhorted ihem 4o disseminate what
they had learped about Scofellsw,to dsscribe the great recorstruction of the
USSR, <igh%t capitalian, and work for the Comwunist Psxiy, -

Many of the former prisonsrs of T this type
of harangue only went in%o ove ear ani oui the nther. Very few priesoners even

iisvened,

Thlej%f 1life in the camps fzr oulwelghed avy propaganda. For example,
at camp 8 nigh parcentsge of prisonsrs dled. TFold wee very poor
and in short supply. The prisoners ware given s little wulery soup &t noon and
1f they ccapleted thelr work norm they were giver one or two pleces of bresd.
Upon his return to Germany (Federal Re,pu‘uliag‘{:k'cq\tzred 2ix months
of medical nsare before he 2onlid shtewpt to vork.

He sedd at kis camp there was ons woman doster wuo wss not bed in her treate
ment of prisonérs. Although there ware no hospltal beds available the woman
doctor did grent nonwwork asslgmments to seriously 111 prisopere and then grented
four or five weeks easy assigmmenis.

The conditions of the prisonsrs of wur verz avous oa & par with the nailves of
the urea.

The prisoners and the civilisn population sciually wers on pratiy good terms.
The civiliape would frequerily come rlongeide the barbed wire sud throv in notes
in which they asked for bresd. On meny cseaszions some of the prisoncyd who bad
performed over the asaigned work norm did give tread to the clvilisna.

I:flrmrted. thet civiliang pesforzei tne work norw mselgued to them end
not one bit more.

On one occasion he was watching & gryup of civiliane uniosd & rsilroad cwr 2ull
of bricks., The Departmevt of Plemnirg nad spsclfisd a definite time for wilcad-
ing the cars &nd ae & consequence tha clviiians wnloadsd the cer quichly by throw-
ing the bricks ia sny direction, Mort of the brdcks wsye T~cken,

asked & workuan why thay unlosde4 im this fashion ms the Lricke wers uot ussble
but the workman repiled thet they weve ordersd only to univau the car; they

would not worry sbout the Tricks.

This attitude was &lao true of some of the Suviel englneers eucountered by the
prisonsrs in connestion with the consiructiun of the hig melting furusce for the
foundry thet rked on., The plang furnishied Ly the Boviei sigineers
were wrong an (] nace were constricted in sccordmuas with the plans it
weald not have worked. Thers were severwl Germar englneers who objectad dnat
tia Boviet plans were wrong Lui “he Sovlet englnewrs L charge insieted that the
furpace he constructed his way. It 41l nov work., It vus 4%en crapletely rebuilt
acnording to the Germen engineer'n resmuandAtions.

The purpose ¢f the objectivns of lhe German anglueccs was Lo ohyvinte beiig pun~
1shed or acsused cf sabotege, BSiugs they bsd reglsbtered thelr complaints there
was n¢ punishment, .

returned to Gemmuny (Foderal Republic), in 1948, ho vas

shipped back by way of Moscov}f - on *he main line from Moscow through Poland
s obaerved hundreds of wood orntes containliug pashinery vhiod spperently had
beosn durped frem railrosd cers, end wers lying in fislds. The orates conteined
machinery fivm dismantled Germen piants.
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F 20, EBither by neglect or by deliberate intention the railroad workers ruined most
6t the equipment removed frow Germany. [ | elso saw.a great emount of . .. _ 25%1
fine machinery stending unproiscted in faeiory yexds in the USSR. He said 1t
wes 60 completely rusted thet it w23 no longer usable,

2l. One of the former prisonere:na an engineer from Leipzig vho told 25X1
me that in tnet city there had been one of the largest presses in the world. It ]
had been built to stay and if dismactled it could nol be rewulll., Hs nad given
this information to & Soviet reparations crew but they were sdéamant and the press
wvas dismantled and shipped, However, mary boxes of parts were lost end othexs
1aid around for monthe before finally disappearing.

22, Scme of the prisﬁmm actually been Coxmnmnists at one time, but 25%1
even these old C (37 gcome completely cureds | _ |they 25X 1
bad once belisved thet the USSR was the country for workers end peasants but found
this was not so. They said they definitely 414 not ever want to see such clroume :
stances occur in Germeny (FPederal Republic). They could not swallow the Geliberate i
¥1114ng of all individual initiative and the State taking sverything the peopls make,
They could not understand why it was a orime against the State for a starving person
to take a few kernals of grain from the bottom of a train or river boat.

23. ‘ a friend of his who was a prisoner had teen given 25 yesrs of hard 25X1
labor for stealing & bucket of potatoes from & field. This was a crime sgaineg’ the
8tete. )

2h. Most prisoners in the USSR were permiited %o wriie one postoard a =~onth but it ie
believed that there are still several huudred thoussnd prisoners in the UBER in
“gilent camps" where they are not permitted to write., It 1s believed tlLat these axc
in the atamic progrsx ares of the USER. .

25. In 1950  |au article, purportedly en interviev with e former Germey prisoner 34 251

var who escaped to Indim by way of Mongolis,sud Tibdet. Ee allegedly had been sta= ;

tioned iz s camp in . the Tsnnutuva ares in Blberia. He rsported that high mounteins i

sueircled this area apd he said that hundrsds of thonsands of prisoners of war are i

§ engaged in slave lebor on atcmis yrojects. Ee raid there ave vaderground wunaels ]

purroved into the sides of +ne pountsins snd completely camoutlsged. Be ststed that
tae whole arsa is zo closely guavded that it is alrness {mposeidls to escepe, There
Bag never besn o oase of & Posteard haviag heen raceived from A Garman prisansr of
war in thls ares.

26. The Gersan (Tederal Republic) governmsut has *ho names of 80 thouesnd Gersan prason-
sre of war vho wers sesu iu tha USSR, and rspavted by utbar prisoners. These 80
thousand are corpletely unaccsuntsd for. .

27+ (The bitterness that is felt by the overvaelxing majorily of former prisoners of war
of the Soviets will not be sresed and they vill alveys voolfervusly dsnounce saything
having to do with Communim. I ckxnot savialon aay PORRLELLLLY Of suastes Lor the
Communist Perty in Germany (Foderal Repudlic),
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